THE ERRANT DIPLOMAT

The Strange Tools of World History
To write the life history of Franz von Papen is to recall the
history of a quarter of a century in the person of a single
man.
For, whether deliberately or by inadvertence, he has more
than once decisively interrupted the course of world events.
To a considerable extent it was as a result of his activities
at the beginning of the war of 1914-18 that the United
States of America allied itself with the Entente.
He dug the grave of the Weimar Republic.
He helped Hitler and National Socialism to power in
Germany.
He slipped Austria into Hitler's hands.
He was one of the originators of the agreement between
National Socialism and the Soviet Union, and so indirectly
was a primary cause of the outbreak of the new war in 1939.
Hundreds of people, and among them his best and truest
friends, have had to forfeit life or freedom because of their
connection with him.
Sufficient achievement, surely, for one man.
World history often employs strange tools. Men and
women of less than average capacity are from time to time
able to set in motion mighty developments. If such people
make history it may outwardly appear to be chance;
viewed from within it is for the most part ambition, and
often crime, that drives individuals to reach out beyond
their allotted limitations. The result is then mostly con-
fusion, destruction or disaster.
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